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1 Executive Summary 

As my year of office draws to a close and I reflect on the position of the club, I am 
pleased to report that the club has sustained lockdown during the year and is now 
recovering with a full programme of events. I would like to thank all the Members who 
have continued their support for the Club through some very challenging times for us 
all. 

I would like to thank the General Committee and the key club officers particularly the 
Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Membership Secretary and Sub 
Committee Chairmen for all their support and hard work in what has been a transitional 
year for the club.  

As a committee, we decided early in the year that we would like to create a dedicated 
function area to maximise our expertise in this area of business and help create a 
sustainable platform for the Club. You may recall I sent out an EdAlert, explaining our 
thought process and how we would fund the works required. I am pleased to report the 
area has been created and we have held 2 club functions in what has been designated 
the Edwardian Lounge – the President’s Evening and the Annual Dinner. Even more 
pleasing has been to attract Stourbridge Rotary Club to our premises with their regular 
lunchtime meetings on a Wednesday. It is so pleasing to see that our club can offer an 
excellent facility to a locally based group with a very long tradition of service in the 
community, perhaps others will follow.  Some works remain to be undertaken to 
complete the new lounge and hopefully these will be completed in time for the Boar’s 
Head Supper. 

I have received expert support and guidance from our Stewards Tim and Tracey and 
on my behalf and all Members thank them for their continued loyalty, service, and 
business acumen. 

On a positive note, I would like to congratulate the snooker teams, who despite 

lockdown enjoyed a very successful year. 

Relationships with the College are extremely positive, and I know next year’s General 
Committee are looking forward to developing joint projects that will benefit both parties. 

Looking forward to next year, I send all best wishes to Rob Hill for his Presidential Year 

and hopefully he can enjoy a full year of activities in our revitalised premises.  

Rob Morrison (President) 

2 Committees 

2.1 Committee Business 

Our General Committee is the forum for formulating and agreeing strategy, policies 
and operations of the Club and is chaired by the President. Specific sub-committees 
discuss, formulate, and propose policies and actions to the General Committee for final 
consideration and approval or otherwise whose chairpersons are listed below: 

Bar (David Burrows); House (David Trewin); Social (Paul Thatcher and Clive 
Bowen-Davies; Management (David Burrows); Strategy and Communications 
(Robin Morrison); Newsletter (Mike Aston). 

Additionally, during the year, we have appointed an archivist to come to grips with the 
existing material and artefacts in our present archive and to collate any future 
contributions. He is past President Kenneth Wright who, with assistance from Vice 
President Rob Hill, is highly experienced in such issues. 
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Our legal functions are supported by our Hon. Solicitor Peter Waldron to whom we are 
indebted. 

Details of the publicly available proceedings are as below. 

2.2  House Report  

After an inactive first part of the year due to the pandemic, after coming out of lockdown 
the remainder of the year has been very busy with formation of the new function area 
(Edwardian Lounge), which has been well received and is being well used to date. 

Two snooker tables were removed and sold to provide this ‘new’ area. New carpet tile 
flooring in a broadloom pattern has been laid over the whole of this area of the 
remainder of the snooker room to provide a visual uplift. New down-lighters have been 
installed, to form an attractive pattern in the ceiling and provide adequate and 
controllable illumination on the new round dining tables and new upholstered chairs 

below, together with additional electrical power provision around the walls at low level.  

A new window is proposed in the flank wall facing the ring road to provide additional 
daylight and ventilation to the area. This will be installed at the next available gap in 
the events programme and as building material supply provision and the weather 

permit. Full decoration of the area will follow.  

Other electrical maintenance items have been carried out and a minor roof repair is in 
hand. 

(David Trewin) 

2.3 Social Report 

Social activities have been severely restricted by Lockdowns during this 2020/2021 
year. As we started to emerge, uncertainty over Covid 19 rules & regulations resulted 
in us reluctantly having to re-arrange and subsequently to cancel the celebration of the 
issue of the Charter (17 June 1552). 

An early decision was taken to co-opt Jem Norris onto the committee and his 

experience and knowledge proved invaluable in planning the programme of events.  

The first formal dinner, with social distancing, took place on 26 th July 2021 when we 
held The Centenary Founders Dinner. 

During August one or two of our ‘Client Groups’ re-started their face-to-face dinner 
meetings and on 27th August we saw the welcome return of our Moules & Frites 
lunches (even though there wasn’t an R in the month) – and delicious Cornish Mussels 
they were too. 

On 4th September we held the christening of our newly created ‘Edwardian Lounge’ 
facility when 47 members and guests celebrated Presidents Evening which included a 
fine buffet and lively entertainment (Alan Roden’s most excellent website report shows 
everyone enjoying themselves to the full). 

October 8th was the night of the Annual Dinner – again held in the Edwardian Lounge 
– when 43 members & guests gathered for a highly successful evening (again please 

visit www.oldedclub.org for a comprehensive report in the past events section).  

During this month 2 new ‘Clients’ started using the Club for their lunch meetings – 
Stourbridge Probus & Stourbridge Rotary Clubs.  

Later in the month we held ‘The Immortal Memory’ Dinner to celebrate the life of 

Admiral Lord Nelson at which David Trewin lead the readings.  
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On 26th we saw the welcome return of the Quiz Masters’ Quiz Master, Russ Johnson, 
who hosted our quiz night (the first for nearly 2 years!!) Ten teams of 4, comprising 
members and guests, took up the challenge to be the best and Brian Arch’s team came 
out on top.  

On November 1st – 15 Past Presidents of the Club assembled for their annual dinner. 
On 5th   Kinver Rotary Club held their annual Whisky tasting event & on 12th – the Select 
8 group held their quarterly lunch. On Thursday 18th - SOEC Ladies held one of their 
regular lunch meetings and the following day it was yet another one of Tim’s ever 
popular Mussels Lunches. 

It must be said that the success of these various events is primarily down to the highly 
professional input of our steward/chef and stewardess, Tim and Tracey Purslow, and 
we thank them for their continuing thoughtful & valued contributions.  

FUTURE EVENTS 

4th December 2021 – Turkey Snooker Handicap  

6th December 2021 – A.G.M.                                                                                                                                                                                     
10th December 2021 - Mussels Lunch.                                                                                            
23rd December 2021 – Boars Head Supper.                                                                                   
24th December 2021 – Xmas Eve Breakfast                                                                                    

January 2022 – SOEGS Annual Dinner. 

(Paul Thatcher and Clive Bowen-Davis Joint Chairs) 

2.4 Archivist Report 

During my first year as the Club Archivist, I have begun to sort through the many 
documents, photographs and memorabilia that have accumulated over the years and 
to put them into some sort of order in readiness for cataloguing. 

Amongst the artefacts that have been donated to the Club are items of vintage Club 
and School regalia which include two striped blazers from the pre-war period. These 
have been conserved and mounted in box frames for display in the Club rooms. Other 
items, which include a school blazer from the immediate post-war period and two early 

football shirts from the 1920’s, are to follow with similar treatment. 

Also amongst the artefacts are duplicate items which have been disposed of to 
members, contributions from which have raised sufficient funds to pay for one of the 
box frames. 

By liaison with the College’s Archivist, I was able to assist a film company that was 
seeking images of the school during the late 50’s and early 60’s for a feature-length 
film on Robert Plant.  By good fortune, the College have in their Archives an 8mm 
home movie of the 1961 Charter Day parade from the School to St Mary’s, 
Oldswinford. The film company copied the original on to disc, a copy of which we now 
have in the Club Archives. The disc was played at our Annual Dinner and was probably 
the first public showing of the event in 60 years! 

Kenneth Wright (Club Archivist) 

2.5 Newsletter Report 

For the second year running, Covid restrictions have affected the regularity of 

Newsletters. Hopefully next year will allow us to return to normal.  

My thanks go to the Newsletter committee for their support and helpful suggestions. I 
am particularly grateful to Alan Roden who does most of the writing. 
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As always, we value any contributions from members. 

(Mike Aston) 

3 Membership 

The membership statistics for the year ending 31st October 2021 and the previous year 
are shown below in the table. We have taken the decision to show a realistic figure for 
Junior membership this year, to reflect the lack of contact we have received from 

several Junior members. 

Regrettably, a few members have passed away this year and their names will be read 
out at the AGM by the President. 

 

4 Sporting Societies 

4.1 Snooker 

Despite the Club’s unavailability for snooker for most of the year due to the pandemic, 
the League matches (for the extended season 2019-2021) ran to completion to the 
end of September.   

Our Team B emerged top of Division 2 and will now be promoted. The Ball family 
comprise most of Team B and Steve Ball also won the League singles title. 

Well done to all concerned on an excellent season despite the issues of the pandemic. 
We await the format and structure of the League for the coming year and plan to re-

establish our own internal social functions and competitions.  

4.2 Golf 

Due mainly to the Covid Virus the golf society has had a ' blank ' period for the last 12 
months. The annual dinner at the Old Edwardian club could not take place. The golf 
match which we have with Churchill and Blakedown G/C in May each year had to be 
cancelled due to the ruling by Golf England.  
 
The annual tour this year proposed to South Wales was cancelled due to a large extent 
to the very unfortunate demise of one of the Society's most popular members John 
Devine.  
However, it is proposed to reinstate the tour to The Gower peninsular in 2022 and 
more details will be published later. 
 

Category of membership Number at 31/10/21 Number at 31/10/20 

Full 135 133 

Country 46 45 

Life 12 13 

Honorary life 4 4 

Junior 14 42 

Honorary member 1 1 

Associate Members 60 52 

Old Foleyans Associate 3 3 

Total 275 293 
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The Turkey Trot for December 2020 which takes place at Bromsgrove Golf Club each 
year was also cancelled due again to the ruling of Golf England. 
 
However, the Turkey Trot for this year 2021 is scheduled to take place at Bromsgrove 
on Friday December 3rd. The format will be as in previous years. There has been a 
good response from members so far and 23 golfers have already signed up. We still 
have places for more members. This is a very popular end of year event and so if you 
would like to attend and possibly also bring a guest, please contact Martin Timmins as 
soon as possible.  
 
(Martin Timmins) 

4.3 Rifle and Pistol Club 

For any enquiries about this Club please contact its Secretary Ian Marshal   -  details 

on the Club website in the Sports section. 

5 50-Club 

First, I should like to thank all of you, who already contribute to the Club Lottery. 

It plays an important part in the health of the Club finances. 

I have only recently acquired four new slots, which brings the total to just seven short 
of a century of contributors. My ambition has always been to make it 100 so if there is 
anyone out there who would like to either to add to their present number or anyone 

who would like to join, please let me know. 

My contact no. is 01562-886207 or M 07881450839 
or clive.bowendavies@btinternet.com 

(Clive Bowen-Davies) 

6 Developing Relationships Externally 

We are delighted with our on-going relationship with  

• KEVI College – in particular the most positive approach of Principal Mrs 
Remley Mann who continues to attend and contribute to our events and also 
invites us to various College functions. At the Annual Dinner this year, she not 
only provided an insight into the current and future of the College but also a 
recording of the 1961 Charter Day Parade – including nostalgic clips of various 
masters – which was of great interest. 

• Old Foleyans Association - we are in regular contact with the Old Foleyans 
Association via its President (Professor David Walker) and hold joint social 

events. David is a welcome Club member and is often seen at our events. 

• Sponsors - The Club attracts sponsors for various activities in the Club. We are 
grateful to Wye Valley Brewery for sponsoring our Newsletter and website. 

• Venue hirers – our thanks go to several regular organisations that hire our 
facilities for meetings, dinners, and private functions. Despite the pandemic, all 
our regular clients have returned, and we have now attracted additional Rotary 
and 41-Club organisations. This is mainly due to the vastly improved facilities 
in the new Edwardian Lounge (now 2 snooker tables have been removed) and 
the ever-increasing reputation of Tim’s excellent catering. Please let us know 
of any organisations that could also benefit from our facilities 

mailto:clive.bowendavies@btinternet.com
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7 Essentials For Keeping in Touch With SOEC 

We have our own comprehensive and interactive website www.oldedclub.org which 
details the Club’s activities, past events, future events calendar, membership issues 
(including downloadable forms), the means of contacting us electronically and much 
more. It is designed, edited, and maintained by the Hon. Secretary who attempts to 
reply to all queries via the website within 24 hours. 

Are you receiving our regular electronic newsletter and alerts sent via email? If not 
then the chances are we do not have your correct email address in our electronic 
system.  In which case, please email the Club with your name and email address or 
write to the Hon. Membership Secretary. 

Members are reminded that it is essential to inform the Club of any change in their 
contact details else we will be unable to deliver information to you either electronically 
or in the post.  

All membership, car park passes, contact issues and changes should be addressed to 

the Hon. Membership Secretary at the Club address. 

  

http://www.oldedclub.org/
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