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FAMOUS SCHOOLS

KII\G EDWARD YI
SCHOOL,

STOURBRIDGE
By R. L. CHAMBERS

f T- could not unreasonably be claimedr- that this is the rypical nngtisir grammar
school in the typical Englilh to-wn. It
stands where the main ioad from the
north, having crossed the Stafioroshire
bord^er by the undistinguished bridge over
the Stour, little more than a stone,s" throrv
away down the hill, rises steeply by the
broad an4 busy slope of Stourbridge's
Lower High Street to the conges"ted
junction of roads which is the heart -of the

Ittgbt: The stre.t-
front of the School. ar
the hert of the toba
ofStourhridge.

Below :
The Assembty Hall,
built in 1930 m the
slte of the orlEinal
chutry aad the old
school-hosa

Below :
Rehearsal
scenefromthe
4@th Aaniver-
sary produc-
tion of
" Twelfth
Nigbt " oa theplaylng feld.

chantry-schools naturally rvent with them.
But fortunately the Renaissance men who
advised Edrvard VI realised the value of
education, and in the ensuing years many
new schools rvere founded or old ones
refounded, granted charters and given
fresh endowments. Still more fortunitely,
the townsmerr of Stourbridge realised
their own loss and were forward in seeking
to recoyer tleir school. On 17th june,
1552, the Stourbridge school received its
chartcr, granted " irl response to the
petition oj the inhabitants of Stourbridge
and of Old Swinford," and was endowdd
with various properties once belonging
to the dissolved monastery of Fothering:hai
in Northamptonshire.

So the Free School of King Edward the
Sixth in Stourbridge started on its way, in
the place where its predecessor had been,
and where it has itself alwavs sinee

town. It stands right on the Lower Hish
S_treet, just below the junction. It h-as
always stood there, or ai least for so lons
th.at "-always," is a reasonable compromisE
with the muth ; for there can be fiw who
pass its street-front now, whose imaqination
will take them back as far as five liundred
rnd twenty-four years into ,, the dark
backward and abysm of time.,,

I1_was 
_o_n 

2.1st May, 1430, that philip
rnd Joan-Hareby, of whom regrettably we
<now nothing else, founded the Chantrv of
:he Holy Trinity in " the market-town of
itourbridge " and endowed it with fulds
;o maiutain a " stipendiary priest,, rvhose
narn duty was to say masses for the souls
rf the dead. Five liundred years later, in
.he course of the buildins oi an assemblv
rall to seat 650 boys, ihe site of thai

stipendia5y priest's altar was broueht to
Iight ; and the metal plaque which rEcords
rrs drscover, rs not ten yards from the spot
where the priest's suclesso., the oreslnt
headmaster, takes his place to read'morn-
lng prayers. The chantry. like manv of its
kind, survived until th" Reformation,
when it was abolished as savourins of
Romish superstition. But long be-fore
then. the priests, having time ufrn their
hands, had begun to impart the rudiments
ol- Iearniog to the boys of the district.
The last stipendiary piiest here, and the
only early schoolmaster of whom we know
anything, was one Nycholas Rocke, who
at the time of the suppression ,. was of the
age of fifty-four y6ah, lerrned, and of
honest conversation."

When the chantries \vere suppressed, the
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remained. The typical grarnmar school, it
has run the typical grammar school
cours€. In 1840 there were 17 pupils ; in
1890 there were 96 ; in 1940 there were
over 600. For the greater part of its
history the grammar which it taught was
the grammar of Latin, the learned tongue,
and the staple of its curriculum the erncient
classics. They are still taught here, and
classical scholars still go from Stourbridge
to the ancient universities. But much has
been added. In the past half-century two
headmasters of great mathematical ability-
the first of whom was the legendary J. E.
Boyt, who guided the school through the
period of its greatest expansion-sent out
a stream of gifted Edrr-ardians to add their
narnes to the list of Cambridge Wranglers
and to bring lustre to the reputation of their
School. The so-called Modern Studies
(a curious limitation of the term) also
found their place ; and as for science, it
r*,ould have been strange if it had not
flourished in this place on the edge of one
of the workshops of England, the great
Black Country where craftspanship is
hereditary king, and industry employs
the hands and brains of his myriad
subjects. The school's science building
has been called magnificent ; it could
certainly not with justice be called in-
adequate.

This and the other buildings of the
school narrate the story of its growth.
Each block has been erected, as the need
arose, on the perimeter of the Present
playground. In 1907, 1928 and 1939 new
blocks of classrooms arose, and in the
1930's came the fine Assembly Hall and
a considerable enlargement of the science
block. The site is restricted, and each
extension has been at the expense, neces-
sarily, of ancient fabric and old amenities-
gardens, walks and lawns. There was a
lovely Georgiaa house on the site of the
Library block, for generations the home
of the Hickman family, who t'ere relatives
of Dr. Samuel Johnson.

But much else has survived. In 1952,

Tte mid-dav e&
sion ln a 6mer of
thechssociety's
headquarters.

Tbe Natml His-
tory Society's
Suuer caap in
the Wtre For6t

some two thousand documeots from ttre
schogl's records. They include a Paper
dated 1542, an Elizabethan parchment
account-book whose last entry was penned
when Ensland lav under the threat of the
Armada, ina trn'o folio volumes containing
the Governors' minutes from 1688 to
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1838. Together they present in microcosm
the social history of centuries.

The personal histories are gone, since
the old admission-registers have not
survived, and in them rest all traces of the
school's ancient alumni, famous or ob-
scure. Probably it is fanciful to suppose
that famous names are fading somewhere
on those lost pages. They would be the
names of worthies, not of great men ; the
same names that are on the form-lists, the
games notices and in the detention-book
today ; the same names that are on the
honcrurs boards in the Assembly Hall and
on the memorials to the dead of two rvars.
Not far from the school, also in the heart
of the town, is the Stourbridge Old
Edwardian Club, uriusual if not unique
amongst those of such institutions which
spring from day-schools, in that it has

long had its own valuable and well-used
premises, and is a elub in fact. Here too
the characteristic Stourbridge names can
be read orr the boards upon its walls, and
the link of fanrily afeetion is felt as a
reality. For in this school, as in so many
grarnmar schools, the names of Old Boys
are often the names of ancestors, and local
pride in the school is fed by the affection
that stirs in the blood-
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