
 

Talk with Buffet 

“CHANCE  BROTHERS AND THE GLASS TRADE” 
HENRY CHANCE  

 
Friday September 18th, 2026, at 12 Noon  

£15 p.p. including buffet 
 

Members and visitors welcome 
 

To book, Tel: 01384 395635  
(or sign up on the Club notice board) 

SOEC, Drury Lane, Stourbridge DY8 1BL 

Henry is a direct descendant of the founders of Chance Bros & Co.  His paternal 
grandfather, Sir Hugh Chance, was the last family chairman of Chance Brothers. 
 
Chance Bros were one of the most important industrial employers in the Midlands, 
were leaders in the glass industry, producing glass for the Crystal Palace in 1851 
and developing lenses and apparatus for lighthouses, together with optical glass in 
World War I.    They also patented the name "Fibre Glass", whilst producing a large 
variety of glassware 
 
Henry is involved in a trust restoring the Chance Bros glassworks in Spon Lane, 
Smethwick, which is  a Grade II listed building which can be seen from the M5. 
He has also been involved as a volunteer for various for various trusts, councils and 
committees for over 30 years. 
 


